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Assistant United States Attorneys

Before: THE HONORABLE STEWART D. AARON
" United States Magilistrate Judge
Southern District of New York
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UNITED STATES OF AMERICA : SEALED COMPLAINT
- V. - : Violations of
. L o oo 15 U.s.C. 8§ 78j(b), 78ff;
RAYMOND TRAPANTI, : 17 C.F.R. 8§ 240.10b-5;
a/k/a “Ray,” : 18 U.S.C. 8§ 371, 1343, 1349
: and 2
Defendant.

: COUNTY OF OFFENSES:
e - - - x New York

SOUTHERN DISTRICT OF NEW YORK, ss.:

BRANDON RACZ, being duly sworn, deposes and says that he
is a Special Agent with the Federal Bureau of Investigation and
charges as follows:

COUNT ONE
(Conspiracy to Commit Securities Fraud)

1. From at least in or about July 2017, up to and including
the date of this Complaint, in the Southermn District of New York
and elsewhere, RAYMOND TRAPANI, a/k/a “Ray,” the defendant, and
others known and unknown, willfully and knowingly did combine,
conspire, confederate, and agree together and with each other to
commit offenses against the United States, to wit, securities
fraud, in violation of Title 15, United States Code, Sections
787 (b) and 78ff, and Title 17, Code of Federal Regulations, Section
240.10b-5. '

2. It was a part and object of the conspiracy that RAYMOND
TRAPANI, a/k/a “Ray,” the defendant, and others known and unknown,
willfully and knowingly, directly and indirectly, by use of the
means and instrumentalities of interstate commerce and of the
mails, and of the facilities of national securities exchanges,
would and did use and employ manipulative and deceptive devices
and contrivances 1in connection with the purchase and sale of




securities, in violation of Title 17, Code of Federal Regulations,
Section 240.10b-5, by (a) employing devices, schemes, and
artifices to defraud; (b) making untrue statements of material
fact and omitting to state material facts necessary in order to
make the statements made, in the light of the circumstances under
which they were made, not misleading; and (c) engaging in acts,
practices, and courses of business which operated and would operate
as a fraud and deceit upon persons, 1in violation of Title 15,
United States Code, Sections 787j(b) and 78ff, to wit, TRAPANI and
his co-conspirators participated in a scheme to solicit digital
funds worth more than $25 million from purchasers of unregistered
securities, in the form of digital currency tokens issued by a
startup company called Centra Tech, Inc. (“Centra Tech”) as part
- of a so-—called *initial_coin offering” or *ICO,” through fraudulent

misrepresentations and omissions.
Overt Acts

3. In furtherance of the conspiracy and to effect its
illegal object, RAYMOND TRAPANI, a/k/a “Ray,” the defendant, and
others known and unknown, committed the following overt acts, among
others, in the Southern District of New York and elsewhere:

a. In approximately 2017, RAYMOND TRAPANI, a/k/a
“Ray,” the defendant, and his co-conspirators, Sohrab Sharma,
a/k/a “Sam Sharma,” and Robert Farkas, a/k/a “RJ,” a/k/a “Bob,”
co-founded Centra Tech, Inc. (“Centra Tech”), a startup company

purporting to offer cryptocurrency financial products.

b. In approximately July 2017, Centra Tech was
incorporated in Delaware, TRAPANI was appointed as the company’s
Chief Operating Officer, Sharma was appointed as a Director and
the President of the company, and Farkas was appointed as the
company’s Chief Marketing Officer.

C. In approximately August 2017, TRAPANI and his co-
conspirators, Sharma and Farkas, caused Centra Tech to publish a
white paper via the internet containing fraudulent

misrepresentations and omissions in connection with Centra Tech’s
unregistered offering to investors of securities, in the form of
digital currency tokens issued by Centra Tech.

d. On or about August 28, 2017, after a prospective
investor asked Sharma for proof to verify representations that
Centra Tech had a contract with a particular investment venture
capital firm, Sharma sent text messages to TRAPANI and Farkas in
which Sharma wrote that “I'm worried about getting these guys the




fufu . . . [clontract” for the investment firm, “because they can
verify it,” and that he was going to tell the prospective investor
that “I’'m gonna say our [Non-Disclosure Agreement] is very tight,”
“We can’t share the contract.” In response, TRAPANI wrote “Get
any worry out of vour mind your a fucking closer,” and Farkas wrote
“Dance,” “Do what you do.”

e. TRAPANI was featured in a promotional wvideo for
Centra Tech contailning false representations that was available to
the public via the internet as of on or about September 22, 2017
but has since been removed from the internet. During a group text '
message conversation on or about September 22, 2017 among TRAPANI
and his co-comspirators, Sharma and Farkas, about removing the
_video from the internet, Sharma wrote “[tlake it off,” “I don’'t _

wanna get sued.”

£, On or about September 29, 2017, during a group text
message conversation among TRAPANI and his co-conspirators, Sharma
and Farkas, Sharma asked TRAPANI, in substance and in part, to
have Centra Tech’s white paper taken down from its website because
it contained false statements. - TRAPANI responded “I think we
should have white paper up but maybe just take it down and reword
it.” SHARMA replied **I rather cut any fufu,” “0Off right own,”
“Now, ” “Then worry,” “Anything that doesn’t exist current,” “We
need to remove,” “Have them do it asap.”

g. On or about October 5, 2017, while TRAPANI was in
New York, New York to surrender in a criminal case in which he had
been indicted for perjury (and was later convicted by way of his
gullty plea), TRAPANI exchanged text messages with other employees
of Centra Tech concerning a site-visit at Centra Tech’s
headquarters by an individual who was “trying to make sure Centra
is real.”

h. On or about November 28, 2017, Farkas, one of
TRAPANI’Ss co-conspirators, attended a Dblockchain technology
conference in New York, New York, on behalf of Centra Tech, a
sponsor of the conference, for the purpose of promoting Centra
Tech and its products.

(Title 18, United States Code, Section 371.)

COUNT TWO
(Securities Fraud)

4. From at least in or about July 2017, up to and including
the date of this Complaint, in the Southern District of New York




and elsewhere, RAYMOND TRAPANI, a/k/a “Ray,” the defendant, and
others known and unknown, willfully and knowingly, directly and
indirectly, by use of the means and instrumentalities of interstate
commerce and of the mails, and of the facilities of national
securities exchanges, used and employed manipulative and deceptive
devices and contrivances in connection with the purchase and sale
of securities in violation of Title 17, Code of Federal
Regulations, Section 240.10b-5, by (a) employing devices, schemes,
and artifices to defraud; (b) making untrue statements of material
fact and omitting to state material facts necessary in order to
make the statements made, in the light of the circumstances under
which they were made, not misleading; and (c¢) engaging in acts,
practices, and courses of business which operated and would operate
as a fraud and deceit._upon persons, to _wit, TRAPANI .and his co-

conspirators participated in a scheme to solicit digital funds
worth more than $25 million from purchasers of unregistered
securities, in the form of digital currency tokens issued by Centra
Tech as part of its initial coin offering, through fraudulent
misrepresentations and omissions.

(Title 15, United States Code, Sections 787 (b) & 78ff;
Title 17, Code of Federal Regulations, Sections 240.10b-5; and
Title 18, United States Code, Section 2.)

COUNT THREE
(Conspiracy to Commit Wire Fraud)

5. From at least in or about July 2017, up to and including
the date of this Complaint, in the Southern District of New York
and elsewhere, RAYMOND TRAPANI, a/k/a “Ray,” the defendant, and
others known and unknown, willfully and knowingly combined,
conspired, confederated, and agreed together and with each other
to commit offenses against the United States, to wit, wire fraud,
in violation of Title 18, United States Code, Section 1343.

6. It was a part and an object of the conspiracy that
RAYMOND TRAPANI, a/k/a “Ray,” the defendant, willfully and
knowingly, having devised and intending to devise a scheme and
artifice to defraud, and for obtaining money and property by means
of false and fraudulent pretenses, representations, and promises,
would and did transmit and cause to be transmitted by means of
wire, radio, and television communication in interstate and
foreign commerce, writings, signs, signals, pictures, and sounds
for the purpose of executing such scheme and artifice, in violation
of Title 18, United States Code, Section 1343, to wit, TRAPANI and
his co-conspirators participated in a scheme to solicit digital
assets worth more than $25 million from purchasers of unregistered




securities, in the form of digital currency tokens issued by Centra
Tech as part of its initial coin offering, through fraudulent
misrepresentations and omissions, and employed the use of
telephones, emaill communications, and other wire communications in
‘connection with the scheme.

(Title 18, United States Code, Section 1349.)

COUNT FOUR
(Wire Fraud)

7. From at least in or about July 2017, up to and including
the date of this Complaint, in the Southern District of New York
___and _elsewhere, RAYMOND . TRAPANI, a/k/a. “Ray,”_  the defendant,.

willfully and knowingly, having devised and intending to devise a
scheme and artifice to defraud and for obtaining money and property
by means of false and fraudulent pretenses, representations, and
promises, and attempting to do so, did transmit and cause to be
transmitted by means of wire, radio, and television communication
in interstate and foreign commerce, writings, signs, signals,
pictures, and sounds for the purpose of executing such scheme and
artifice, to wit, TRAPANI and his co-conspirators participated in
a scheme to solicit digital assets worth more than $25 million
from purchasers of unregistered securities, in the form of digital
currency tokens issued by Centra Tech as part of its initial coin
offering, through fraudulent misrepresentations and omissions, and
employed the use of telephones, email communications, and other
wire communications in connection with the scheme.

(Title 18, United States Code, Section 1343 and 2.)

The bases for my knowledge and for the foregoing charges
are, in part, as follows: ‘

8. I have been a Special Agent with the Federal Bureau of
Investigation (“FBI”) for approximately two and a half years. T
am currently assigned to an FBI squad that investigates -white
collar crimes, including complex financial frauds and conduct
within the regulatory jurisdiction of the United States Securities
and Exchange Commission (“SEC”). I have participated in
investigations of such offenses, and have made and participated in
arrests of individuals who have committed such offenses.

9. I am one of the case agents from the FBI’s New York Field
Office with primary responsibility for the criminal investigation
in this matter of the co-founders of a company called Centra Tech,
Inc., including RAYMOND TRAPANI, a/k/a “Ray,” the defendant
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charged by this criminal complaint (this “Complaint”), and Sohrab
Sharma, a/k/a “Sam Sharma,” and Robert Farkas, a/k/a “RJ,” a/k/a
“Bob” (hereinafter, the “co-comspirators”), both of whom were
charged as defendants in a prior criminal complaint, numbered 18
Mag. 2695, that was approved on March 31, 2018 by United States
Magistrate Judge James L. Cott in the Southern District of New
York (the “Prior Complaint”) and is incorporated by reference as
though fully set forth herein. The information contained in this
Complaint is Dbased upon my personal knowledge, as well as
information obtained during this criminal investigation, directly
or indirectly, from other sources, including, but not limited to:
(a) business records and other documents, such as records of
electronic communications, including email communications and text
messages;. (b) publicly available information and documents,

including information and documents that have been disseminated to
the public via the internet; (c) conversations with, and reports
of interviews with, non-law-enforcement witnesses; (a)
conversations with, and reports prepared by, other law enforcement
agents; and (e) conversations with representatives of the SEC
concerning information, documents, and other evidence gathered by
the SEC as part of a parallel investigation by the SEC of Centra
Tech, Inc. and its co-founders. Because this Complaint is being
submitted for the limited purpose of establisghing probable cause,
it does not include all the facts that I have learned during the
course of my investigation. Where the contents of documents and
the actions and statements of and conversations with others are
reported herein, they are reported in substance and in part. Where
figures, calculations, and dates are set forth herein, they are
approximate, unless stated otherwise.

RELEVANT BACKGROUND

A. Centra Tech and its Co-Founders

10. I have reviewed publicly available information about
Centra Tech, Inc. (“Centra Tech”) and its co-founders, and
documents produced by Centra Tech to the SEC in connection with
the QEC’s parallel investigation of Centra Tech and its co-
founders, including Centra Tech’s certification of incorporation
and documents memorializing actions taken by written consent of
Centra Tech’s board of directors. Based on my review of those
materials and my participation in the investigation of this case,
T have learned the following, in substance and in part:

a. Centra Tech was incorporated on or about July 27,
2017 in Delaware and was headquartered in Miami Beach, Florida.




b. Centra Tech and its co-founders advertised Centra
Tech primarily through internet-based marketing, including via the
company’s website, https://centra.tech {the “Centra Tech
Website”), as well as press releases, white papers, social media
postings on social media websites such as Twitter and Facebook,
promotional videos posted on YouTube’s website, internet podcast
interviews, and other materials containing solicitations and
statements that were disseminated to the public via the internet.

C. As explained below, Centra Tech made various
representations portraying itself as a company that offered
various cryptocurrency-related products such as, for example, a
purported Centra Tech debit card that supposedly allowed users to

_spend _cryptocurrencies such. .as. “Bitcoin” ..and . “Ether”. to._.make

purchases in real-time at various stores and other establishments
that were part of the networks of merchant locations that accept
Visa-payment cards and Mastercard-payment cards.

d. Centra Tech and its co-founders raised digital
assets worth more than $25 million from investors through a so-
called “initial coin offering” to investors of unregistered
gsecurities, in the form of digital tokens issued by Centra Tech,
known as “Centra tokens” or “CTR tokens,” that have since been
traded on various cryptocurrency exchanges. This “initial coin
offering” or “ICO” took place during the period from approximately
on or about July 30, 2017 through on or about October 5, 2017.

11. As set forth below, Centra Tech’s co-founders include
RAYMOND TRAPANI, a/k/a “Ray,” the defendant, as well as his co-
conspirators, Sohrab Sharma, a/k/a “Sam Sharma,” and Robert
Farkas, a/k/a “RJ,” a/k/a “Bob.” Based on my review of publicly
available information about Centra Tech and its co-founders,
documents that Centra Tech has produced to the SEC, documents and
other materials provided by the District Attorney’s Office of New
York County (“DANY”), and criminal history records of TRAPANI,
Sharma and Farkas, I have learned following, in substance and in
part:

a. TRAPANTI, who is now 27-years old, was a co-founder
of Centra Tech. TRAPANI served as Centra Tech’s Chief Operating
Officer until in or about late October 2017. According to

TRAPANI’s profile on a professional networking website that was
available to the public wvia the internet in 2017, TRAPANI
reportedly worked as the Chief Executive Officer of a luxury car
rental company called “Miami Exotics” in Florida (among other jobs)
before co-founding Centra Tech.




‘ b. Sharma, who is now 27-years old, was also a co-
founder of Centra Tech. Sharma served in various roles at Centra
Teach, including as a Director of Centra Tech and as Centra Tech’'s
President and Chief Technology Officer until approximately late
October 2017. According to Sharma’s profile on a professional
networking website that was available to the public wvia the
internet in 2017, Sharma reportedly worked as the Director of
Finance at Miami Exotics in Florida (among other jobs) before co-
founding Centra Tech.

C. Farkas, who 1s now 31 years old, was another co-
founder of Centra Tech. Farkas served in various roles at Centra
Tech, including as Centra Tech’s Chief Marketing Officer until

. .. approximately late .October 2017. Since late October 2017, Farkas

has served in various roles at Centra Tech, including as a Director
and as the Chief Operating Officer of Centra Tech. According to
a Business Insider article that was published on the internet on
or about November 7, 2017, Farkas served as a Vice President of
Miami Exotics in Florida before co-founding Centra Tech.

d. During the ICO from on or about July 30, 2017
through on or about October 5, 2017, in which Centra Tech raised
more than $25 million worth of digital assets from investors, a
New York County Grand Jury returned an indictment on or about
September 19, 2017 charging Sharma and TRAPANI with committing
perjury in the first degree, a class D felony in violation of
Section 210.15 of the New York Penal Law. This perjury indictment
charged Sharma and TRAPANI with giving materially false testimony
under oath in July 2017 as defense witnesses for Sharma in a
criminal trial before New York County Criminal Court Judge Steven
M. Statsinger in which Sharma was being prosecuted by DANY for
driving while intoxicated in March 2016. Based on that perjury
indictment, Sharma was arrested and TRAPANI surrendered in or about
October 2017, and both were subsequently released from state
custody (Sharma on bail, and TRAPANI on his own recognizance).
For lying under oath in that criminal trial, both Sharma and
TRAPANI pleaded guilty on or about February 21, 2018 in New York
County Supreme Court to perjury in the first degree.

e. On or about October 27, 2017, the New York Times
published an article about Centra Tech and its co-founders on the
internet raising questions about their qualifications and the
accuracy of their representations to investors, and reporting that
“For now, the bigger problem facing Mr. Sharma and Mr. Trapani is
the perjury indictment by a Manhattan grand jury [unsealed] on
Oct. 5, just a few days after Centra finished fund-raising” in the
company’s ICO.




_“Co=Founders-—Sam._Sharma__and—Ray Trapani. .are. stepping aside to.

f. On or about October 27, 2017, Sharma signed
corporate resolutions: (a) removing himself from his positions as
a Director and President of Centra Tech; (b) appointing TRAPANI'Ss
grandfather, William Hagner, as a Director and President of Centra
Tech; and (c) appointing Farkas as a director of Centra Tech and
as corporate secretary and treasurer of Centra Tech with full
authority to control the company bank accounts. On or about
October 31, 2017, Farkas was also appointed as the Chief Operating
Officer of Centra Tech.

g. On or about October 31, 2017, Centra Tech issued a
public statement via the internet stating, in relevant part, that

support the continued growth of the Company,” and “to further their

‘vision, the reconstituted Executive Management team includes,”

“William Hagner as President” and “Robert Farkas as Chief Operating
Officer,” among others.

B. Entities with which Centra Tech Claimed to Have Partnerships

12. Based on my review of publicly available information
about the entities described below, documents that Centra Tech has
produced to the SEC, my interviews of several representatives of
the entities described Dbelow, and my conversations with
representatives of the SEC about their interviews of
representatives of the entities described below, I have learned
the following, in substance and in part:

a. The Bancorp, Inc. (“Bancorp”) is a Delaware-based
financial services company with offices throughout the United
States. Bancorp provides a variety of financial services to

companies and individuals, including issuing debit and prepaid
cards, and payments processing, which it does by virtue of
contractual partnerships with other financial services companies
such as Visa and Mastercard, among others.

b. Visa Inc. (“VWisa”) is a multinational financial
services corporation headguartered in Foster City, California.
Visa facilitates electronic funds transfers throughout the world,
most commonly through “Visa”-branded credit cards and debit cards.

c. Mastercard Incorporated (*Mastercard”) is a
multinational financial services corporation headquartered in
Purchase, New York. Mastercard’s principal business is to process
payments between the banks of merchants and the card issuing banks




or credit unions of the purchasers who use “Mastercard”-branded
debit and credit cards to make purchases.

C. Relevant Regulatory Background

13. Based on my training and experience and my participation
in the investigation of this case, I have learned the following,
in substance and in part: ’

a. An “initial coin offering” or “ICO” is a type of
fundralslng event in which an entity offers participants a unique
digital “coin” or “token” in exchange for consideration. The
consideration often comes in the form of “digital currency” or
“eryptocurrency,”.-but.. can_ also be--“*fiat currency,” which is. ... .
currency, like the U.S. dollar and the Euro, that a government has
declared to be legal tender, but is not backed by a physical
commodity. “Digital currency” or “cryptocurrency” is a digital
representation of value that can be digitally traded and functions
as (1) a medium of exchange, (2) a unit of account, or (3) a store
of wvalue, but does not have legal tender status. Unlike fiat
currency, such as the U.S. dollar and the Euro, digital currency
is not issued by any jurisdiction and functions only by agreement
within the community of users of that particular currency.
Examples of digital currencies are “Bitcoin” and “Ether,” both of
which are issued and distributed on their own “blockchains.” A
*blockchain” is a digitalized, decentralized, cryptographically-
secured ledger that allows market participants to keep track of
digital currency transactions without central recordkeeping.

b. The tokens or coins issued in an ICO are issued and
distributed on a blockchain. Tokens often are also listed and
traded on online platforms, typically called digital currency
exchanges, and they usually trade for other assets. 0Often, tokens
are listed and tradeable immediately after they are issued.

c. ICOs are typically announced and promoted through
the internet and email. Issuers usually release a “white paper”
describing the project and the terms of the ICO. In order to
participate in the ICO, investors are generally required to
transfer funds to the issuer. After the completion of the ICO,
the issuer will distribute its unigue “coin” or “token” to the
participants. The tokens may entitle the holders to certain rights
related to a venture underlying the ICO, such as rights to profits,
shares of assets, rights to use certain services provided by the
issuer, or voting rights. These tokens may also be listed on
online digital currency exchanges and be tradable for digital
currencies.
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d. Under Section 2(a)(l) of the Securities Act of
1933, a security includes “an investment contract.” 15 U.s.cC.
§ 77b. An “investment contract” 1is a contract, transaction or
scheme “whereby a person invests his money in a common enterprise
and 1s led to expect profits solely from the efforts of the
promoter or a third party.” S.E.C. v. W.J. Howey Co., 328 U.S.
293, 298-99 (1946). “The test is whether the scheme involves an
investment of money in a common enterprise with profits to come
solely from the efforts of others.” Id. at 301. Importantly, the
economic realities of the transaction or product and not its name
determine whether the instrument 1is a security. United Hous.
Found, Inc. v. Forman, 421 U.S. 837, 851 (1975). Pursuant to
Sections 5(a) and 5(c) of the Securities Act, a company  or
individual conducting an offer or sale of securities to the public

must file a registration statement with the SEC. 15 U.S.C. §
77e(a) and (c).

OVERVIEW OF THE SCHEME TO DEFRAUD

14. Based on the facts detailed below, there is probable
cause to believe that RAYMOND TRAPANI, a/k/a “Ray,” the defendant,
and his co-conspirators, Sohrab Sharma, a/k/a “Sam Sharma,” and
Robert Farkas, a/k/a “Bob,” solicited digital assets worth more
than $25 million from investors who purchased unregistered
securities issued by Centra Tech (in the form of digital tokens
issued Dby Centra Tech), through the use of material
misrepresentations and omissions. For example, as shown below, in
gsoliciting such investments:

a. Through Centra Tech, TRAPANTI as well as Sharma and
Farkas claimed to investors that its executive team included two
purported senior executives named “Michael Edwards” and “Jessica
Robinson” who supposedly had impressive work histories and
academic credentials, and TRAPANI claimed that he had earned a
master’s degree from the University of California at Los Angeles
(*UCLA"), which has one of the top-ranked graduate business schools
in the country. In fact, as shown below, neither “Michael Edwards”
nor “*Jessica Robinson” 1s a real person, and TRAPANI never attended
UCLA’'s graduate school of business.

b. Through Centra Tech, TRAPANI as well as Sharma and
Farkas claimed to investors that Centra Tech had developed a debit
card that enabled users to use currencies to make purchases at any
stores that accept Visa or Mastercard, and that Centra Tech had
partnerships with Bancorp, Visa, and Mastercard to issue Centra
Tech debit cards. In fact, as shown below, Centra Tech had no
such partnerships with Bancorp, Visa or Mastercard.
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CENTRA’s UNREGISTERED SECURITIES OFFERING STYLED AS AN “ICO”

15. Based on my review of publicly available information and
documents that Centra Tech has produced to the SEC, I have learned
the following, in substance and in part:

a. From on or about July 30, 2017 through on or about
October 5, 2017, Centra Tech raised funds from investors, in the.
form of digital currency worth more than $25 million, via an ICO
for the purported purpose of enabling Centra Tech to operate what
Centra Tech advertised would be the world’s first multi-blockchain
debit card.

e b. During. . this ICO, Centra Tech accepted digital .

currency from investors in exchange for “Centra tokens” (also known
as “CTR tokens” or “CTRs”) that could be traded, or exchanged, on
various digital currency exchanges. In offering these Centra
tokens to investors during the ICO in one of the white papers
issued by the company, Centra Tech stated that the Centra tokens
could be “exchangel[d] . . . on the Cryptocurrency exchanges for a
profit” and that the purchase of these Centra tokens would “allowl[]
users to join [Centra Tech’s] success and mission while generating
a profit.” (Emphasis added). 4 '

c. As shown below, in doing so, Centra Tech made
multiple false statements, including on the Centra Tech Website
and in materials posted to the Centra Tech Website, regarding,
among other things, (a) the identities and qualifications of Centra
Tech’s team of executives; and (b) the “Centra Card” or “Centra
Debit Card,” a debit card that was falsely advertised as one that
would allow users to make purchases using cryptocurrency at any
establishment that accepted Visa or Mastercard as a result of
Centra Tech’s purported partnerships with Bancorp, Visa, and
Mastercard.

16. Based on my review of publicly available information,
documents that Centra Tech has produced to the SEC, and documents
gathered Dby the SEC in connection with the SEC’s parallel
investigation, among other sources, I have learned the following,
in substance and in part:

a. On of about July 23, 2017, Centra Tech issued a
press release that it paid to be published on the website
“cointelegraph.com” (the “July 23 Press Release”). In the July 23

Press Release, Centra Tech described Centra Tech’s ICO as “truly
a ground floor opportunity to be part of a global solution to the
blockchain currency dilemma that offers a comprehensive rewards
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program for both token and card holders while giving the ability
to spend your cryptocurrency in real time with no fees.” The July
23 Press Release also touted Centra Tech’s products: (1) the
“Centra Debit Card” which purported to “enablel[] users to make
purchases using their blockchain currency of choice,” and “workl[]
anywhere that accepts Visa or MasterCard,” (2) the “Centra Wallet
App,” which “makes it easy for people to register for the Centra
Debit Card, store their cryptocurrency assets, as well as control
its functions,” and (3) “cBay,” the “world’s first Amazon tvpe of
marketplace created especially for cryptocurrency acceptance.”
The July 23 Press Release also advertised Centra Tech’s “Currency
Conversion Engine” as allowing users “the ability to spend their
assets anywhere in the world that accepts Visa and/or MasterCard.”

b. Centra Tech also posted several different versions
of a white paper advertising Centra Tech’s ICO on the Centra Tech
Website. I have reviewed a version of the ICO White Paper, labeled
“FINAL DRAFT, ” that was downloaded from the Centra Tech Website on
or about August 3, 2017 (“*White Paper-17). The White Paper-1
contained several statements describing the ICO and the Centra
Card using terminology indicative of a securities offering. For
example: ‘

i. The White Paper-1 described Centra Tech’s ICO
as a token offering for which 400 Centra tokens, or “CTIRs,”
would be sold for one “ETH.” Based on my training,

experience, and participation in this investigation, I have
learned that “ETH” is the currency code for “Ether,” a digital
currency whose blockchain is generated by the Ethereum
platform.

ii., In the White Paper-1, Centra Tech stated that
it would be offering “68% of all [Centra] Tokens to be created
for purchase in our crowd sale to the public” and would
vallocate 20% of all [Centra] Tokens created to distribution
of bug bounty, business development, community projects,
market expansion, and more” while “[tlhe remaining 12% will
be distributed to Centra Techs founders, early investors, and
employees as an incentive to create a long lasting mutual
interest and dedication to the tokens and their prolonged
value.”

iii. In providing details about the Centra Card and
the Centra Tech ICO, the White Paper-1 referenced different
levels of investment opportunity:

1. The “Centra Black Card founders edition” was
to be igssued to “our first 500 ICO backers whom purchase
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with 100+ ETH” and would carry with it an “enhanced
rewards program.”

2. The “Centra Gold Card limited edition” would
be “allocated to our first 1000 contributors whom
purchase CTR Tokens with 30+ ETH,” and would also carry
an “enhanced rewards program.”

3. The “Centra Blue & Virtual Card” would be the
“signature and traditional card.”

iv. The White Paper-1 advertised multiple
vrewards” programs for Centra Token holders. For example,

receive a “.8% ETH” reward for every transaction in the
“network” (the “Network Rewards Program”). This was in
contrast to another rewards program advertised in White
Paper-1, which offered “Card rewards of up to 2% of your
purchases made on the Centra card.” In addition, I have
reviewed a recording of an interview of Sohrab Sharma, a/k/a
“Sam Sharma,” one of the co-founders of Centra Tech, on an
internet radio podcast on or about August 14, 2017 in which
Sharma represented that “through our revenue share we
actually give .8 percent of that away to token holders as
part of our program to join the Centra Tokens.”! Based on
those sources, I believe that Centra Tech portrayed its
Network Rewards Program as functioning like a dividend, in
that it offered a share — .8% ETH — of Centra Tech’s
revenue.

V. Although Centra Tech claimed that holders of
the Centra Token “by no means own any securities or interest
in Centra Tech,” and that the Centra tokens “are not
securities nor shares,” the White Paper-1 promised that
Centra Token purchasers would “be able to place their wallet
to use on Centra Debit card, or exchange them [the Centra
Tokens] on the Cryptocurrency exchanges for a profit.” The
White Paper-1 also claimed that the Centra Card and Centra
Wallet were ‘already live in beta,” and that Centra Tech was
voffering our initial crowd sale of tokens to appropriately
fund the vision of Centra Tech’s future.” It further claimed
that Centa Tech’s “initial coin offering allows users to join

1 The summaries and transcript of the recorded interview set
forth herein are based on a preliminary draft transcription and
remain subject to revision.
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our success and mission while generating a profit.” (Emphasis
added) .

FRAUDULENT REPRESENTATIONS ABOUT CENTRA’S EXECUTIVE TEAM

17. Based on the facts set forth below, there is probable
cause to believe that in soliciting assets worth millions of
dollars for the purchase of digital tokens issued by Centra Tech,
RAYMOND TRAPANI, a/k/a “Ray,” the defendant, and his co-
conspirators, Sohrab Sharma, a/k/a “Sam Sharma,” and Robert
Farkas, a/k/a “RJ,” a/k/a “Bob,” made false statements portraying
Centra Tech’s executive team as a group of experienced
professionals with impressive credentials. For example, as shown
below, Centra Tech made false statements that its executive team

included two purported senior executives named “Michael Edwards”
and “Jessica Robinson,” who supposedly had impressive work
histories and academic credentials, and TRAPANI made false
statements representing that he had had earned a master’s degree
from UCLA’s graduate school of business. 1In fact, as shown below,
both “Michael Edwards” and “Jessica Robinson” are fictional people
who do not exist, and TRAPANI never attended UCLA's graduate school
. of business.

18. I have reviewed documents provided by Centra Tech to the
SEC, including documents reflecting LinkedIn profiles for RAYMOND
TRAPANI, a/k/a “Ray,” the defendant, and his co-conspirators,
Sohrab Sharma, a/k/a “Sam Sharma,” and Robert Farkas, a/k/a “RJ,”
a/k/a “Bob,” that were published at various times on the internet
via LinkedIn’s website.?2 I have also reviewed criminal history
records of TRAPANI as well as Sharma and Farkas. Based on my
review of such documents, I have learned the following, in
substance and in part:

2 Based on my training and experience and my review of
LinkedIn’s internet website, I know that LinkedIn is a company
that owns and operates a professional-networking website of the
same name that allows any internet user to establish his or her
own account with LinkedIn, which this user can use to create the
user’s own profile containing his or her photograph and work and
educational history, to publish the profile wvia LinkedIn’s
website, to connect accounts with and communicate with other
LinkedIn users, and to share news articles with other LinkedIn
users. If a user creates a publicly-viewable LinkedIn account and
profile in his or her own name, the profile will be viewable to
anyone with internet access, including, for example, anyone who
conducts an internet search for the user’s name.
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a. During the period from approximately July 30
through October 5, 2017, in which Centra Tech raised funds worth
more than $25 million through its ICO, TRAPANI and Sharma were
both 26 years o0ld, and Farkas was 30 years old. As shown above,
before they co-founded Centra Tech, TRAPANI as well as Sharma and
Farkas had worked as (among other things) executives of a luxury
car rental company called Miami Exotics in Florida.

19. During the pericd from approximately July 30 through
October 5, 2017, in which Centra Tech raised funds worth more than
$25 million through its ICO, Centra Tech made the following
representations (among others) about the company’s executive team:

a. The White Paper-1, which was available to the
public wvia the Centra Tech Website as of on or about August 3,
2017, contained a section entitled “Centra Tech Team” listing: (i)
a purported individual named “Michael Edwards” as Centra Tech’s
“CEO & Co-Founder,” along with a supposed picture of “Michael

Edwards”; (ii) a purported individual named “Jessica Robinson” as
Centra Tech’s “CFO,” along with a supposed picture of “Jessica
Robinson”; (iii) and information about other executives and

employees of Centra Tech, including Sohrab Sharma, a/k/a “Sam
Sharma,” who was listed as Centra Tech’s “CTO & Co-Founder,”
RAYMOND TRAPANI, a/k/a “Ray,” who was listed as Centra Tech’s
“C00, " and Robert Farkas, a/k/a “RJ,” a/k/a “Bob,” who was listed
as Centra Tech’s “CMO.”3 '

b. On or about August 14, 2017, Sharma was interviewed
by Neocash Radio, a cryptocurrency podcast that broadcasts its
radio show via the internet, about Centra Tech’s ICO. Based on my

3 Although the White Paper-1 listed TRAPANI as the “CO0” of
Centra Tech with an accompanying photograph, the person featured
in that photograph was someone other than TRAPANI. I have become
familiar with TRAPANI’s physical appearance from reviewling various
photographs of him, including a photograph taken of TRAPANI
following a prior arrest by law enforcement. Based on certain
text messages between TRAPANI and Sharma that are quoted below, it
appears that TRAPANI's photograph was not included in the White
Paper-1l because TRAPANI and Sharma did not have a suitable
photograph of TRAPANTI when the White Paper-1 was prepared.
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review of a recording of the interview,%¢ I have learned that when
Sharma was asked during the interview how Centra Tech obtained its
startup capital, Sharma stated, among other things, that “we have
one private investor, whose actually Mike Edwards” and that Edwards
is “also our VP and co-founder” who “put up a lot of the capital
originally” to establish Centra Tech.>

c. Based on my review of documents that Centra Tech
has produced to the SEC, including documents reflecting LinkedIn
profiles that were published at various times on the internet via
LinkedIn’s website, I have the learned the following, in substance
and part:

e ] During--.the__course..—-of the TICO, --LinkedIn_ -

profiles were published via the internet for various Centra
Tech executives and employees.

ii, According to a LinkedIn profile for “Michael
Edwards” that was available to the public via the internet as
of on or about August 3, 2017, “Michael Edwards” earned a
master’s in business administration from Harvard University,
had more than 20 years of experience in the banking industry
as a financial analyst at Bank of America (1993 through 2001),
a vice president at Chase (2001 through 2011) and a senior
vice president at Wells Fargo (2011 through 2016), and was
the “CEO & Co-Founder of Centra Tech” and where he had worked

since May 2016 and had “[elstablished licensing and
partnership terms with Visa & Mastercard,” among other
accomplishments.

iii. According to a LinkedIn profile for “Jessica

Robinson” that was avallable to the public via the internet
as of in or about August 2017, “Jessica Robinson” had close
to five years of experience as the Chief Financial Officer of
Johnson Communications before becoming the Chief Financial
Officer of Centra Tech, where she had worked since December

4 The summaries and transcript of the recorded interview set
forth herein is based on a preliminary draft transcription and
remains subject to revision.

5 During the interview, Sharma directed listeners to the Centra
Tech website, www.centra.tech, to find out more about the Centra
Tech ICO: “You can go to our website, www.centra.tech, and you
can click the token sale page as well as our white paper is on
there and you can just get an insight of everything from A to Z.”
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2016 and had “[clreated the partnership between Centra and a
Major US Bank.”

iv. According to a LinkedIn profile for RAYMOND
TRAPANI, a/k/a “Ray,” the defendant, TRAPANI had earned a
master’s degree in “Operations Management and Supervision”
from UCLA in 2015.

20. Based on the facts set forth below, there is probable
cause to believe that “Michael Edwards” and “Jessica Robinson” of
Centra Tech are not real people, that RAYMOND TRAPANI, a/k/a “Ray,”
the defendant, did not earn a master’s degree from UCLA’s graduate
school of business, and that TRAPANI and his co-conspirators,
—-Sohrab_Sharma,—a/tk/a_“Sam.Sharma, " _and _Robert _Farkas, .a’/k/a *RJI "~ .

a/k/a “Bob,” were well aware of these facts:

a. Based on open source internet searches, I have
learned that the photograph of “Michael Edwards” in the White
Paper-1 that purportedly was the “CEO & Co-Founder” of Centra Tech
was actually a photograph of an individual by a different name who
is a Canadian physiology professor with no business relationship
with Centra Tech. . Based on my review of an article about Centra
Tech that was published on the internet in early August 2017 by an
online blogger, I know that the author of this article also made
this observation about a photograph of “Michael Edwards” that had
been published by Centra Tech. According to a subsequent New York

Times article, “[tlhe first cracks” in Centra Tech’s ICO “appeared
in early August” 2017, when that online blogger “wrote on his blog
that Mr. Edwards appeared to be made up,” in response to which

“Centra initially threatened to sue [the blogger] but then said
the bad profiles were the result of freelancers who had hastily
put together the company’s marketing material.” (As shown below,
in responding to a cease-and-desist notice from Bancorp demanding
that Centra Tech remove all unauthorized references to Bancorp
from Centra Tech’s marketing materials, Sharma suggested in a text
message to TRAPANI and Farkas that “We gotta get that shit removed
everywhere and blame freelancers lol.”)

b. Based on my review of publicly available
information about Centra Tech, including my review of the results
of internet searches for a “Michael Edwards” who is or was the CEO
of Centra Tech and a “Jessica Robinson” who is or was the CFO of
Centra Tech, I have learned that photographs and profiles of
“Michael Edwards” and “Jessica Robinson” no longer appear on the
Centra Tech Website or the version of Centra Tech’s white paper
that is currently available on the Centra Tech Website, and the
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LinkedIn profiles for “Michael Edwards” and “Jessica Robinson” of
Centra Tech appear to have been deleted.

c. On or about April 16, 2018, the Government
requested that the National Student Clearinghouse (®NSC”), a
service that maintains an up-to-date database of graduation data
for thousands of post-secondary educational institutions including
UCLA, perform a search of its database to verify whether any
student by the name of “Raymond Trapani” with the date of birth
listed for TRAPANI in his criminal history records had ever earned
a master’s degree from UCLA. Based on my review of the results of
this search, the NSC has reported that the NSC was informed by
UCLA that UCLA has no record of anyone with that name and birthday
ever having earned a master’s degree from UCLA, and that the NSC

was unable to wverify a degree for this individual Dbased the
information provided to the NSC during the search.® In addition,
based on information provided by the SEC, I have learned that on
or about April 17, 2018, the SEC was informed by an employee of
UCLA’'s registrar’s office that UCLA does not offer a master’s
degree in ‘Operations Management and Supervision” (which is the
type of master’s degree that TRAPANI claimed to have earned from
UCLA in the LinkedIn profile referenced above).

d. Based on my review of text messages and other data
found in a cellphone that was recovered from TRAPANI in October
2017 (the “TRAPANI Cellphone”),? I have learned the following, in
substance and part:

6 According to the search results provided by the NSC,
“[plossible reasons” for why the NSC was “unable to verify a degree
for this individual” include, among other things, that *“[t]lhe
individual never received a degree from the selected school,”
“[tlhe individual mnever enrolled,” and “[tlhe individual has
chosen to keep his or her student records private.”

7 Based on my conversations with other law enforcement
officials and my review of documents provided by DANY, I have
learned, in substance and in part, the following. The TRAPANI
Cellphone was recovered from TRAPANI following his surrender on or
about October 5, 2017 on the perjury indictment described above.
On the date of this surrender, TRAPANI signed a consent form giving
DANY and the New York City Police Department his “voluntary consent
to a complete search” of the TRAPANI Cellphone, and he also wrote
the password to access the TRAPANI Cellphone on the consent form.
Pursuant to that consent form, the TRAPANI Cellphone was searched,
itg contents were copied into an extraction report containing more
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i. On or about July 29, 2017, TRAPANI, wvia the
TRAPANI Cellphone, received several text messages from
Sharma, via a cellphone with a call number ending with “3138”
(the “SHARMA Cellphone-17),8 concerning photographs of Centra
Tech’s team of executives and employees, including several
text messages about Centra Tech’s purported Chief Executive
Officer *“Michael Edwards” and supposed Chief Financial

Officer “Jessica Robinson.” Each of these text messages was
viewed by the user of the TRAPANI Cellphone, according to
data recovered from the TRAPANI Cellphone. These text

messages were as follows:

— e On.or -about- July -.29,...2017,  starting._at
approximately 1:18PM, Sharma sent text messages to
TRAPANI in which Sharma wrote: “Yo,” *Still need a pic
asap,” “Just any pic without a chain,” “Put a polo,”
“Yea,” “*And take a good selfie,” “Bro it doesn’t matter,”
“Just do it,” “No ones gonna care about your cut,” and

“This pic looks horrible,” following which Sharma sent
a photograph of TRAPANI accompanied by the name “Raymond
Trapani” and the title “COO.”

2. After sending that photograph, starting at
approximately 2:11PM on or about July 29, 2017, Sharma
sent text messages to TRAPANI in which Sharma wrote:
“Need a better one asap,” “Open your eyes,” “Lol,” “Put
a polo on dude,” “This 1s a million dollar project,”

than 14,000 pages of materials, and the TRAPANI Cellphone was
returned to TRAPANT. I have reviewed the extraction report
documentation generated as result of this consensual search. The
dates and times of particular text messages reported in this
Complaint as they appear in the extraction report, without
conversion to eastern standard time.

8 Based on my review of the contact information stored in the
TRAPANI Cellphone, I know that the call number for the SHARMA
Cellphone-1 is identified as that of “Sam Ny,” and from my
participation in this investigation, I know that “Sam” is one of
the aliases of Sohrab Sharma, a/k/a “Sam Sharma,” and that Sharma
used to live in New York. 1In addition, I have reviewed documents
that Centra Tech has produced to the SEC, including an email chain
from August 2017 in which Sharma identified the call number for
the SHARMA Cellphone-1 as his cellphone number.
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*I'm labeling you the COO,” “Gotta look the part,” “Put
gel in,” “I’'1l1l photoshop your shit.”

3. Starting at approximately 2:45PM on or about
July 29, 2017, Sharma sent text messages to TRAPANI in
which Sharma wrote: “Need to find someone who looks
like Michael,” “Team photos,” “He’s real 1lo0l,” “Everyone
real,” “Except Jessica,” “And Mike.”

4. Starting at approximately 7:12PM on or about
July 29, 2017, Sharma sent text messages to TRAPANI in
which Sharma wrote: “Gonna kill both Ceo and her,”
“Gonna say they were married and got into an accident.”

ii. On or about July 29, 2017, Sharma, via the
SHARMA Cellphone-1, also sent the following text messages to
TRAPANI, via the TRAPANI Cellphone, each of which was viewed
by the user of the TRAPANI Cellphone, according to data
recovered from the TRAPANI Cellphone:

1. Starting at approximately 1:48AM on or about
July 29, 2017, Sharma sent text messages to TRAPANI in
which Sharma wrote: “Send me a good selfie of
yvourself,” “Gonna put you on the site,” “Centra blowing
up,” “I need to put real photos on there,” “0f the
‘team, ’'” “Just a good.pic it gets edited,” “My guy doing

all the photos now.”

2. Starting at approximately 1:52AM on or about
July 29, 2017, Sharma sent text messages to TRAPANI in
which Sharma wrote: “I had fufu people on there,” “And
I been getting called out,” “So gonna get it corrected,”
“Lol,” “Lol,” “Lol,” “Just send me a pic lol.” (Based
on my review of the results of open source internet
searches, my participation in this investigation, and
my training and experience, I understand the term “fufu”
to be slang for “fake.”)

3. Starting at approximately 1:59AM on or about
July 29, 2017, Sharma sent text messages to TRAPANI in
which Sharma wrote: “Someone’s gonna be like wtf,” “I
had one guy literally go through every single little
detail,” “I just rather cover all tracks now.”

4, Starting at approximately 2:03AM on or about
July 29, 2017, Sharma sent text messages to TRAPANI in

which Sharma wrote: “This is gonna pop,” “I got 60
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black card orders 1lol,” “That’s like almost a mill right

there,” “1 paid already,” “Before ICO even went live
. Internet can be skeptical,” “That’s why I need
to make it as real as possible,” “Can’t run it on fufu,”

“Even tho I'm all reality.”

5. Starting at approximately 2:05AM on or about
July 29, 2017, Sharma sent text messages to TRAPANI in
which Sharma wrote: “But it’s coming to that point,”
“Where people wanna see whose behind the project,” “I
had one girl contact me lol,” “And said take my picture
off your site,” “Cause one of her friends saw it cause
it’s blowing up,” “Dead ass od funny,” “I kept saying
it was an honest mistake.”

6. Starting at approximately 2:05AM on or about
July 29, 2017, Sharma sent text messages to TRAPANI in
which Sharma wrote: “U know anyone,” “That looks like
this guy,” following which Sharma sent a photograph of
*Michael Edwards” (which I recognize to be the same
photograph of “Michael Edwards” that was included in
the White Paper-1) accompanied by the name “Michael
Edwards” and the title “CEO & Co-Founder.” Sharma then
wrote “I need someone who kind looks like him,” “I can’t
just change him now,” “People are gonna be like wtf.”

iii. On or about July 30, 2017, Sharma, via the
SHARMA Cellphone-1, sent several text messages to TRAPANTI,
via the TRAPANI Cellphone, concerning setting up a LinkedIn
profile for TRAPANI. Each of these text messages was viewed
by the user of the TRAPANI Cellphone, according to data
recovered from the TRAPANI Cellphone. These text messages
were as follows: :

1. On or about July 30, 2017, starting at
approximately 12:40AM, Sharma sent text messages to
TRAPANT in which Sharma wrote: = “Go make a linked in,”
“And add as many connections as you can,” “Add yourself
to centra. tech,” “As Coo,” “And add connections,”
“Google,” “Coo linked in profiles,” “And get all the
info,” “Put precious jobs,” “Like banks etc.”

2. Starting at approximately 1:39AM on or about
July 30, 2017, Sharma sent text messages to TRAPANI in
which Sharma wrote: “December,” “2016,” “Take Harvard
out,” “Do Like university of Georgia,” “It would too
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suspect everyone from hRvard, ”? *Add a construction
company prior.”10

iv. On or about September 13 and 14, 2017,
TRAPANTI, via the TRAPANI Cellphone-1, participated in a group
text message conversation with Sharma, via the SHARMA
Cellphone-1, and Farkas, via a cellphone with a call number
ending with “6826” (the “FARKAS Cellphone-17), while Sharma
was on a business trip for the purpose of soliciting
investments in Centra Tech from a company called Bitsset.l?
The user of the TRAPANI Cellphone viewed all of the text
messages received in this conversation, according to data
recovered from the TRAPANI Cellphone. During this group

—conversation;, -—starting at-approximately 12:10AM--on. or about-
September 14, 2017, TRAPANI sent a text message to Sharma and
Farkas in which TRAPANI wrote “Just gotta close this shit
with Bitsset get that ETH,” and Sharma responded “We need to
remove mike Edwards and “Jessica asap,” “After ICO.”

9 Throughout this Complaint, this and other misspellings in
text messages recovered from the TRAPANI Cellphone have been guoted
without correction unless otherwise noted.

10 According to a LinkedIn profile for TRAPANT that was available
to the public via the internet as of in or about August 2017,
TRAPANI reportedly started working as “CO0” at Centra Tech in
December 2016 and prior to that worked as a general foreman at
“one of the largest construction companies in the US.”

11 Based on my review of the contact information stored in the
TRAPANI Cellphone, I know that the call number for the FARKAS
Cellphone-1 is identified as that of “RJ,” and from my
participation in this investigation, I know that “RJ” is one of
the aliases of Robert Farkas, a/k/a “RJ,” a/k/a “Bob.” In
addition, I have reviewed documents that Centra Tech has produced
to the SEC, including a merchant application dated September 26,
2017 1listing mobile cellphone numbers for several Centra Tech
employees, including “Robert Farkas,” and identifying the call
number for the FARKAS Cellphone-1 as Farkas’ cellphone number.

12 Based on my review of publicly available information about
Centra Tech, my conversations with representatives of the SEC, and
my participation in this investigation, I have learned that Bitsett
later invested approximately 40,000 Ether units for the purchase
of digital tokens issued by Centra Tech in its ICO, and that 40,000
Ether units would be worth approximately $20 million as of on or
about April 17, 2018.
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FRAUDULENT REPRESENTATIONS ABOUT PURPORTED PARTNERSHIPS

, 21. Based on the facts set forth below, there is probable
cause to believe that in soliciting assets worth millions of
dollars for the purchase of digital tokens issued by Centra Tech,
RAYMOND TRAPANI, a/k/a “Ray,” the defendant, and his co-
conspirators, Sohrab Sharma, a/k/a “Sam Sharma,” and Robert
Farkas, a/k/a “RJ,” a/k/a “Bob,” made false statements that Centra
Tech had developed a debit card (the “Centra Debit Card” or “Centra
Card”) that allowed users to spend cryptocurrency to make purchases
at any establishment that accepts Visa or Mastercard, and that
Centra Tech had formed partnerships with Bancorp, Visa, and
Mastercard to issue Centra Debit Cards licensed by Visa (for

- domestic transactions-in-the-United_States)-—and Centra Debit-Cards - . .-

licensed by Mastercard (for international transactions outside of
~the United States). In fact, as shown below, Centra Tech had no
such partnerships with Bancorp, Visa, or Mastercard.

22. During the period from approximately July 30, 2017
through October 5, 2017, in which Centra Tech raised funds worth
more than $25 million through its ICO, Centra Tech made the
following representations (among others) about the company’s
purported partnerships with Bancorp, Visa and Mastercard:

a. Centra Tech’s White Paper-1, which was available to
the public via the internet as of on or about August 3, 2017,
contained various statements touting Centra Tech’s claimed
partnerships with Bancorp, Visa and Mastercard. For example:

i. The White Paper-1 stated: *With market cap of
cryptocurrencies exceeding $100 billion, the time is ripe to
introduce a cryptocurrency-based marketplace where customers
can use Centra Debit Card anywhere in the world that accepts
Visa.”

ii. In describing the Centra Debit Card, the White
Paper-1 stated: “For our United States clients the Centra
Card will be a Visa card while for international users the
Centra card issued will be a MasterCard. . . . The Centra
card allows all supported cryptocurrencies to become
spendable in real time based on the government fiat being
used at the time the card is used at a participating location
that accepts Visa or MasterCard.”

iii. The White Paper-1, under a heading entitled

“Centra Tech Partners,” displayed the logos of Bancorp, Visa
and Mastercard. ‘
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iv. The White Paper-1 contained a section entitled
“Centra Status” stating that “[als of July 2017:
Worldwide Debit Card Partnership for both United States and
International,” followed by a diagram containing an image of
a Centra Card with a “Visa” logo on it, among other images.

V. The White Paper-1 contained a section entitled
“Centra Tech Road Map” with a diagram listing ™“milestone
items” in Centra Tech’s development since its formation,
including a milestone stating that in January 2017 “Major
Banking Partnership signed and license agreement with VISA
USA Inc formulated.”

vi. '~ The White Paper-1 contained multiple images of
a Centra Debit Cards with “Visa” and “Mastercard” logos
displayed on the cards next to Centra Tech’s own logo — a

gold coin with a “*C” in the middle.

vii. The White Paper-1 also stated that one benefit
of the Centra Debit Card was “Access to 36+ Million Points of
Sale where Visa and/or Master-Card is accepted in 200+
countries.” '

viii. A product comparison‘table in the White Paper-
1 rzreported that the issuers of the Centra Card were
"MasterCard and Visa.”

b. Based on my interview of a representative of
Bancorp (the “Bancorp Witness-17) and my review of documents
provided by Bancorp, I have learned, in substance and in part,
that after becoming aware in approximately August 2017 that the
Centra Tech Website contained false representations about a
purported partnership between Centra Tech and Bancorp, the Bancorp
Witness took screenshots of the Centra Tech Website, including a
page that misrepresented Bancorp’s 1issuer statement. One
ascreenshot that the Bancorp Witness retained stated, among other
things:

The Centra Card Visa Debit Card is issued by
The Bancorp Bank, member FDIC, pursuant to a

license from Visa U.S.A. Inc. “The Bankcorp”13

and “The Bancorp Bank” are registered
13 This excerpt from the Centra Tech Website has not been altered
to correct spelling or other errors. In this excerpt, “Bancorp”

is also spelled “Bankcorp.”
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trademarks of The Bankcorp Bank © 2014. Use
of the Card 1s subject to the terms and
conditions of the applicable Cardholder
Agreement and fee schedule, if any.

The Centra Card Mastercard® Debit Card is
issued by The Bancorp Bank, member FDIC,
pursuant to a license from Mastercard
International Incorporated. “The Bankcorp”
and “The Bancorp Bank” are registered
trademarks of The Bankcorp Bank © 2014. Use of
the Card 1s subject to the terms and
conditions of the applicable Cardholder
- Agreement and fee.schedule, if any. B

c. In his interview on the internet podcast Neocash
Radio on or about August 14, 2017, referenced above, Sohrab Sharma,
a/k/a “Sam Sharma,” stated, among other things, the following about
Centra Tech’s purported partnerships with Visa and Mastercard for

the issuance of Centra Debit Cards: “[Ilnternationally, we
currently have ~our license with Mastercard, to service
international clients. Domestically, we do have the Visa

partnership, so we are able to issue Visa cards domestically and
Mastercards internationally.”

d. Based on my review of documents that Centra Tech
has produced to the SEC, I have learmed that on or about October
13, 2017, Farkas, via his email account “rjfarkas6@gmail.com,”
sent to an email to  Sharma, via  his email accounts
vsam@centra.tech” and ‘“ssharma49l@gmail.com,” attaching FARKAS'’
edits to an investor pitch deck dated August 15, 2017, promoting
Centra Tech and its ICO. The pitch deck stated, among other
things, that: (i) the Centra Card gives users “[a]lccess to more
than 36 Million Points of Sale wherever Visa and/or Mastercard is
accepted”; (ii) the Centra Card was “issued” by “Mastercard and
Visa;” and (iii) Centra in January 2017 had a “Major Banking
Partnership and license agreement signed with VISA USA Inc.”

23. Based on the facts set forth below, there is probable
cause to believe that above-described representations by Centra
Tech about its purported partnerships with Bancorp, Visa and
Mastercard were false:

. a. Based on my conversations with the Bancorp Witness-
1 and another representative of Bancorp (the “Bancorp Witness-2"),
and my review of documents provided by Bancorp, I have learned, in
substance and in part, that after Bancorp became aware in
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approximately August 2017 that Centra Tech had published marketing
materials in connection with its ICO claiming that Bancorp had
agreed with Centra Tech to issue Centra Debit Cards licensed by
Visa and Mastercard, Bancorp researched whether Bancorp had any
such relationship with Centra Tech. Through this research, Bancorp
confirmed that Bancorp did not have any such relationship with
Centra Tech.

b. Based on my conversations with a representative of
Visa (the “Visa Witness”) and my review of documents provided by .
Visa, I have learned, in substance and in part, that after Visa
became aware in approximately October 2017 that Centra Tech was
using the Visa name and logo on marketing materials in connection

with the Centra Debit Card and Centra Tech’s ICO, Visa regearched. . .

whether Visa had any relationship,‘direct or indirect, with Centra
Tech. Through this research, Visa determined that Visa had no
such relationship with Centra Tech.

c. Based on my conversations with a representative of
MasterCard (the “Mastercard Witness”), I have learned, in
substance and in part, that MasterCard’s internal records of
licensing agreements and relationships with card-issuing banks and
other third parties contains no record of any relationship, either
direct or indirect, with Centra Tech.

24. Based on the facts set forth below, there is probable
cause to believe that RAYMOND TRAPANI, a/k/a “Ray,” the defendant,
and his co-conspirators, Sohrab Sharma, a/k/a “Sam Sharma,” and
Robert Farkas, a/k/a “RJ,” a/k/a “Bob,” were well aware that Centra
Tech’s representations about its purported partnerships with
Bancorp, Visa and Mastercard were false and misleading:

a. Based on my review of text messages and other data
recovered from the TRAPANI Cellphone, I have learned the following,
in substance and part. On or about July 31, 2017, Sharma, via the
SHARMA Cellphone-1, sent several text messages to TRAPANI, via the
TRAPANI Cellphone, concerning plans to make calls to obtain
licensing agreements with Visa or Mastercards (agreements that the
White-Paper-1 represented were already in place). These text
messages, each of which was viewed by the user of the TRAPANI
Cellphone according to data recovered from the TRAPANI Cellphone,
were as follows:

i. Starting at approximately 2:54AM on or about
July 31, 2017, Sharma sent text messages to TRAPANI in which
Sharma wrote: “Should write down a list of places to call
tomorrow, ” “For the conbranded card.”
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ii. Starting at approximately 1:12PM on or about
July 31, 2017, Sharma sent text messages to TRAPANI in which

Sharma wrote: “Gotta get it going on the banks today plz.”
iii. Starting at approximately 11:16PM on or about
July 31, 2017, Sharma sent text messages to TRAPANI in which
Sharma wrote: “We just need to get s banking license,” “Need
our direct agreement with visa,” “Or MasterCard,” “That’s the
move,” “Cut out the middle man,” “I wish we just knew
someone. ”
b. Based on my review of documents that Centra Tech

‘has produced to the SEC and documents provided by Bancorp, and my

conversations with the Bancorp Witness-2, I have learned, in
substance and in part, that on or about August 30, 2017, Bancorp
sent a cease-and-desist notice to Sharma stating that “CENTRA TECH
IS HEREBY DIRECTED TO CEASE AND DESIST FROM REPRESENTING THAT THE
BANCORP BANK HAS ANY CONNECTION WITH, OR IS THE ISSUER OF ANY CARD
PRODUCTS RELATED TO CENTRA TECH . . . [and from] USING OUR LOGO OR
OTHER IMAGES IN CONNECTION WITH THE MARKETING OF ANY PRODUCT OR
WALLETS YOU OFFER.” ' ’

C. Based on my review of text messages and other data
recovered from the TRAPANI Cellphone, I have learned, in substance
and part, that on or about August 30, 2017, TRAPANI, wvia the
Trapani Cellphone, participated 1in a group text message
conversation with Sharma, via the SHARMA Cellphone-1, and Farkas,
via the FARKAS Cellphone-1, in which the three of them exchanged
various text messages about taking down (among other things) images
of the Bancorp logo that had been posted on the the Centra Tech
Website. The user of the TRAPANI Cellphone-1 viewed each of the
text messages received during this group conversation, according
to data recovered from the TRAPANI Cellphone-1. During this group
conversation, the following occurred, in substance and in part:

i. Starting at approximately 4:21PM on or about
August 30, 2017, Sharma sent text messages to TRAPANI and

Farkas in which SHARMA wrote: “Yo,” “One of you login to,”
“Medium/@centra asap,” “And remove that thumbnail,” “For us,”
“and ‘Bitsset,” “Image,” “Asap,” “Bankcorp reached out.”
Farkas responded “What’s login.” Sharma wrote: “You click
sign in by email,” “And it’1ll send support and email .o
I don’t have wifi,” “Just remove the picture r,” “In that
article.”
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ii. At approximately 4:23PM on or about August 30,
2017, TRAPANI sent a text message to Sharma and Farkas in
which TRAPANI wrote: “Will in 30 mins at hospital.” Sharma
responded “Do it asap rocky.” Farkas wrote “Done.” TRAPANI
responded “Good shit RJ.”

iii. Starting at 4:33PM on or abcut August 30, 2017,
Sharma sent text messages to TRAPANT and Farkas in which
Sharma wrote: “RJ,” “Google Bitsset and Centra,” “And contact
anyone that has that image,” “And ask them to remove it

Or that language,” “Saying we work Bancorp,” “0d bad,”
“Their lawyer reached out.”

S _iv. _Starting at approximately 4:35PM_on_oxr about

August 30, 2017, Farkas sent a text message to TRAPANI and

Sharma in which Farkas wrote “No Bancorp on it.” Sharma
responded: “In the bottom? . . . . U sure,” “I thought I
saw,” “On press releases.” FARKAS wrote: “Just checked them

all,” “No Bancorp.” Sharma responded: “Okay,” “We gotta get
that shit removed everywhere and blame freelancers 1lol,”
“Fuck,” “One fucking faggot,” “Caused so much
[rluckess.”

d. Based on my review of text messages recovered from
the TRAPANI Cellphone, I believed and respectfully submit that
there is probable cause to believe that RAYMOND TRAPANI, a/k/a
“Ray,” the defendant, participated in a video promoting Centra
Tech containing false representations about Bancorp, that was
available to the public via the internet as of on or about
" September 22, 2017 but has since been deleted. I have not been
able to recover or view the video itself, but there are references
to the video during a group text message conversation on or about
September 22, 2017 among TRAPANI, via the TRAPANI Cellphone,
Sharma, via the SHARMA Cellphone-1, and Farkas, via the FARKAS

Cellphone-1. During this group conversation, Farkas wrote: “Says-

Bancorp on your video ray is that ok.” TRAPANI responded: “Gotta
get it -edited but we have been saying Bancorp.” Sharma wrote “What
video,” “Fake it off,” “I don’t wanna get sued.”

a. Based on my review of text messages recovered from
and other data recovered from the TRAPANI Cellphone, I have learned
the following, in substance and part. On or about September 24,
2017, TRAPANI, via the TRAPANI Cellphone, received several text
messages from Sharma, via the SHARMA Cellphone-1, concerning why
Centra Tech needed to bring an individual known to both as them as
“Ryan” into Centra Tech because his family had connections with
the owners of Visa and Mastercard (connections that Centra Tech
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presumably would not have needed if it had already formed the
partnerships with Visa and Mastercard that Centra Tech had claimed
to have in the White Paper-1). For example, starting at
approximately 5:03AM on or about September 24, 2017, Sharma sent
text messages to TRAPANI in which Sharma wrote: “We gotta get
Ryan in [h]lis family knows the owners of visa and amstecsd,”
“Mastercard, ” “Word praying,” “0d loll,” “It’s like in our face.”
Each of these text messages was viewed by the user of the TRAPANT
Cellphone, according to data recovered from the TRAPANI Cellphone.

f. Based on my review of the SEC’s website, I know
that on or about September 29, 2017, the SEC issued a press release
announcing that it had filed a complaint in the Eastern District
of New York charging a company called “RECoin” and the company’s

founder, among others, with defrauding investors in an
unregistered offering of securities styled as an initial coin
offering. Based on my review of text messages recovered and other
data from the TRAPANI Cellphone, I have learned, in substance and
part, that on or about September 29, 2017, during a group text
message conversation among TRAPANI, via the Trapani Cellphone,
Sharma, via a cellphone with a call number ending with “6091”
(*SHARMA Cellphone-27),1% and FARKAS, via a cellphone with a call
number ending with “2656” (“FARKAS Cellphone-2"),15 the three of
them exchanged various text messages about taking down (among other
things) the version of Centra Tech’s white paper listed on the

14 Based on my review of the contact information stored in the
TRAPANI Cellphone, I know that the call number for the SHARMA
Cellphone-2 igs identified as that of “Sammmmm,” and from my
participation in this investigation, I know that “Sam” is one of
the aliases of Sohrab Sharma, a/k/a “Sam Sharma.” In addition, I
have reviewed documents that Centra Tech has produced to the SEC,
including an email chain from October 2017 in which Sharma
identified the call number for the SHARMA Cellphone-2 as his
“direct line.”

15 Based on my review of the contact information stored in the
TRAPANI Cellphone, I know that the call number for the FARKAS
Cellphone-2 is identified as that of “RJ Work,” and from my
participation in this investigation, I know that “RJ” is one of
the aliases of Robert Farkas, a/k/a “RJ,” a/k/a “Bob.” In addition,
I have reviewed documents that Centra Tech has produced to the
SEC, including an email chain from October 2017 in which Farkas
stated he could be contacted at the call number for the FARKAS
Cellphone-2.
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Centra Tech Website at the time. During this group conversation,
the following occurred, in substance and in part:

i. Starting at 5:34PM on or about September 29,
2017, Sharma sent text messages to TRAPANI and Farkas in which
Sharma wrote: “Ray . . . . Can u have Javier remove the
card with the visa logo on it . . . On centa Tech website,”
“On. the bottom,” “And also remove white paper from websgite
for now . . . . I think it’s best to take the white paper
offline like Monaco did.”16

ii. TRAPANI responded “What’s up” at approximately
5:34PM on or about September 29, 2017.

iii. VSharma wrétégxfea let’'s tékémthat bitch do&ﬂr
asap” at approximately 5:36PM on or about September 29, 2017.
Farkas responded “No good?”

iv. TRAPANI wrote “I think we should have white
paper up but maybe just take it down and reword it as proper
as possible then put back up with the bonus structure
everything” at approximately 5:37PM on or about September 29,

2017.

V. Starting at approximately 5:38PM on or about
September 29, 2017, Sharma wrote: “I rather cut any fufu,”
“Off right own,” “Now,” “Then worry,” “Anything that doesn’t
exist current,” “We need to remove,” “Have them do it asap.”

vi. Starting at 11:54PM on or about September 29,
2017, Sharma sent text messages to TRAPANTI and Farkas in which
Sharma wrote: “Sec just shut down REcoin,” “Read the
article,” “We gotta clean up every single thing that we can’t
do,” “And can’'t offer today,” “Google SEC REcoin.” TRAPANI

responded “I peep” at approximately 11:54PM on or about
September 29, 2017.

vii. Starting at approximately 11:55PM on or about
September 29, 2017, Sharma sent text messages to TRAPANI and

16 According to a Bloomberg News article published wvia the
internet on or about October 2, 2017, Monaco Technology was a
.company that claimed to investors in May 2017 that it had
introduced a Visa-branded payment card for spending
cryptocurrencies at merchant locations in Visa’s network, but at
the time, “Monaco didn’t have a deal with Visa.”
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Farkas in which Sharma wrote: “Delete all the cards have

shipped info,” “Everything gotta get cleaned up,” “RJ can u
jump on that . . . on our pages.”

viii. TRAPANI responded “They were pitching a
straight security” at approximately 11:55Pm on or about
September 29, 2017. Sharma wrote “Yea,” “I know,” “But fill
fraud can be a word thrown around,” “Especially with the card
limits.” TRAPANI responded “Word” at approximately 11:55PM

on or about September 29, 2017.

ix. Starting at approximately 11:55PM on or about
September 29, 2017, Sharma sent text messages to TRAPANI and

Farkas in which Sharma wrote: “I want a product page like
monacos,” “Theirs is so nice.” TRAPANI wrote “Lol yeah no
real product.” Sharma wrote: “Yea but it doesn’t say much,”
“And looks good,” “We don’t have a real product either right
now,” “So I wanna tighten up ship asap.” TRAPANI wrote “Feel
you."”

X. Starting at 11:57PM on or about September 29,
2017, Sharma sent text messages to TRAPANI and Farkas in which
Sharma wrote: “All we really need to do,” “Is remove the
limits.” Farkas responded “Delete everything on our chats
that say cards have shipped?” Sharma wrote “Yea.” Farkas
wrote. “*0Ok.” Sharma wrote “Let’s play on the safe side,” “Our
price is way to high for us to slip.” TRAPANI wrote “Agreed.”
Farkas wrote “Ok thx.”

25. Based on my conversations with a representative of Visa
(the “Visa Witness”) and my review of documents provided by Visa,
T have learned, in substance and in part, the following. On or
about October 10, 2017, after Visa became aware that Centra Tech’s
promotional materials contained false representations about a
purported partnership Dbetween Centra and Visa, Visa’s Legal
Department sent an email to Centra Tech, via the email address
vgupport@centra.tech,” attaching a cease-and-desist letter (the
voctober 10 Letter”). In the October 10 Letter, Visa stated, in
part:

It has come to our attention that Centra Tech
(“Centra”) is using the Visa-Owned Marks on
its site https://www.centra.tech as well as on
its wvarious social media sites (e.qg.,
Facebook, Twitter, Instagram, YouTube) and
other mediums. Tt appears Centra 1is
purporting to be an authorized distributor of
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VISA payment cards utilizing cryptocurrency
technology. . . . However, to the best of our
knowledge and good faith belief, Centra is not
authorized to use the Visa-Owned Marks in this
manner, nor is it authorized to issue, sell,
or otherwise distribute VISA payment cards.
If this is not the case, please advise and
explain immediately, i.e., 1f Centra is
working with an authorized Visa Issuing bank.

a. Visa attached to the October 10 Letter multiple
screenshots from the Centra Tech Website in which Centra Tech had
misappropriated the Visa trademark. In the October 10 Letter,
_Visa requested that Centra Tech cease and desist from using Visa's

trademarks and “promoting that it is an authorized distributor of
VISA payment cards,” and for Centra Tech to remove all references
to Visa from the Centra Tech Website and any promotional materials.
Visa also requested that Centra Tech “identify the bank or
financial institution it is working with (if any) to issue a
purported VISA payment card product.”

b. In response to the October 10 Letter, Sohrab
Sharma, a/k/a “Sam Sharma,” provided Visa with an acknowledgment
that he had received the October 10 Letter, but did not identify
any financial institutions with which Centra Tech was working to
issue a Visa payment card product.

26. Baéed on my review of documents that Centra Tech has
produced to the SEC, I have learned, in substance and in part, the
following:

a. On or about October 10, 2017, Sohrab Sharma, a/k/a
“Sam Sharma,” using the email address “sam@centra.tech,” emailed
a response to Visa’s October 10 Letter, stating:

This matter has been brought to my attention.
T will have this matter rectified in 48 hours.
We are currently in the process of finalizing
our Co-branded Prepaid Card Program, but might
not meet the Nov 1st lock out deadlines for
submission from our issuing bank whom is an
authorized wvisa 1issuer for card design
approval, So can see where this issue might of
came from.

However, I have immediately contacted my web
developers to remove all issues and I will
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have this document J[a cease and desist
acknowledgment] signed and returned within 48
hours.

Thank vou,
Sam Sharma

b. On or about October 11, 2017, Visa responded to
Sharma’'s email, and requested that he “advise of the Visa issuing
bank you are working with.”

c. On or about October 12, 2017, Sharma responded
again via email, using his “sam@centra.tech” email account, and

stated:— “Ag. far_ as. the issulng bank-we have an MNDA _in place.. .. -

currently. VISA will soon get our information for Card Design
approval and program specs from our future issuing bank in the
Us.” Sharma signed the email, *“Thank vyou, Sam.” Based on my
training and experience, I believe Sharma was claiming that he had
a Mutual Non-Disclosure Agreement with the purported issuing bank

in this email and that he therefore could not disclose its

identity. (Based on my review of text messages and other data
recovered from the TRAPANI Cellphone, I have learned that on
another occasion, after a prospective investor in Centra Tech asked
Sharma for proof to verify representations by Centra Tech that
Centra Tech had a contract with a particular investment wventure
capital firm, Sharma, via the  SHARMA Cellphone-1l, sent text
messages on or about August 28, 2017 to TRAPANI, via the TRAPANI
Cellphone, and to Farkas, via the FARKAS Cellphone-1, in which
Sharma stated that “*I'm worried about getting these guys the fufu
contest,” “Contract,” for the investment firm “because they can
verify it,” and that he was going to tell the prospective investor
that “I'm gonna say our NDA [Non-Disclosure Agreement] i1s very
tight,” “We can’t share the contract.” In response, TRAPANI wrote
“Get any worry out of your mind your a fucking closer,” and Farkas
wrote “Dance,” “Do what you do.”)

d. On or about October 13, 2017, Visa responded to
Sharma’s email, noting that despite Sharma’s assurances “[w]e are
very concerned to still find many continuing unauthorized uses of
the VISA trademark connected to your alleged card product that
Visa has not authorized.” Visa’s October 13 response email (the
“October 13 Email”) attached a document containing screenshots of
various videos that had been posted on YouTube'’'s website displaying
Centra Cards with the Visa logo on them, and hyperlinks to where
those videos could be found on YouTube’s website at the time.
Visa’s October 13 Email further stated:
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Please see the attached document for representative
examples only of the many unauthorized uses we’ve
found on your site and on other sites through a
simple Google search. We note especially the
blatant uses in many informational and “how-to-
use/how-it-works” Centra card videos (e.g., by you
and Ray Tripani [i.e., RAYMOND TRAPANI, a/k/a
“Ray,” the defendant] for instance and many
others). We must therefore reiterate our demands
that ANY and ALL unauthorized uses of the VISA
trademark be taken down on an IMMEDIATE basis,
whether it be Centra sourced or where Centra has
distributed or allowed content to be published to

third- parties (i.e.p - third party. site news -.-.—..
feeds/articles, ©press releases). Without any
authorization to use the VISA brand in connection
with the functioning or promotion of its card
product, Centra may not directly or indirectly
promote or mislead others that its product is a
VISA product or works with Visa, that its product
is endorsed or backed by Visa, that its product
functions with the VISA network, or that it is
associated with the highly valued and high-profile
VISA brand.

e. Based on the October 13 Email and the other facts
set forth herein, there is probable cause to believe that RAYMOND
TRAPANI, a/k/a “Ray,” the defendant, participated 1in videos
promoting Centra Tech containing false representations about Visa
that were available to the public via YouTube’s internet website
as of on or about October 13, 2017 but have since been removed
from the YouTube website. I recently attempted to access the
YouTube videos referenced in Visa’s October 13 Email using the
hyperlinks set forth in the attachment to the October 13 Email,
and from doing so, I have learned that several of the videos have
been removed from YouTube’s website. Although I have not been
able to recover or view such promotional videos featuring TRAPANT,
Visa’s October 13 Email notes “especially the blatant uses in many
informational and “how-to-use/how-it-works” Centra card videos
(e.g., by you [i.e., Sharma] and Ray Tripani [i.e., TRAPANI] for
instance and many others).”

f. Visa’s October 13 Email to Sharma also reiterated
Visa’s request that Sharma identify the bank that Centra Tech was
vallegedly working with.” Based on my conversations with the Visa
Witness, I have learned that, in response to Visa’s multiple
requests for Centra Tech to identify the Visa card issuing bank
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with which it purported to have a relationship, neither Sharma nor
anyone at Centra Tech identified such an issuing bank.

27. On or about March 26, 2018, I reviewed the Centra Tech
Website and a white paper published via the Centra Tech Website as
of that date. Based on this review I have learned that as of March

"26, 2018, Centra Tech was not using the Bancorp, Visa or MasterCard
names or logos. .

RELEVANT ACTIVITES IN THE SOUTHERN DISTRICT OF NEW YORK

28. From my review of documents provided by DANY and criminal
history records of RAYMOND TRAPANI, a/k/a “Ray,” the defendant,

e o _and_-my-conversations-with other law enforcement officials, I have ... .

learned that on or about October 5, 2017, TRAPANI surrendered in
New York, New York on the perjury indictment described above that
had been filed in New York County Supreme Court. From my review
of text messages recovered and other data from the TRAPANT
Cellphone, I have learned that while he was in New York, New York
within the confines of the Southern District of New York to
surrender in that perjury case, TRAPANI participated in a group
text message conversation with one of his co-conspirators, Robert.
Farkas, a/k/a “RJ,” a/k/a “Bob,” and an employee of Centra Tech
(the “Centra Employee”), concerning a site-visit of Centra Tech’'s
offices by an individual seeking to confirm that Centra Tech was
a real company. During this group conversation, the following
occurred, in substance and in part. On or about October 5, 2017,
starting at approximately 10:32AM, TRAPANI sent text messages to
Farkas and the Centra Employee in which TRAPANI wrote: “Guys just
found out reading through some stuff some you tube guy is going to
come to the office tomorrow. Trying to make sure Centra is real.
Just make sure you tell him me and Sam are in Asia with majority
of the team.” (As shown herein, TRAPANI was not in Asia with
“Sam, ” as TRAPANI had suggested, but rather was in New York, New
York preparing to surrender.) Shortly thereafter, at approximate
11:36AM on or about October 5, 2017, TRAPANI wrote “Someone please
answer me before I turn my self in. I told security if anything
they can walk him through the office but no pictures.” The Centra
Employee, who was in Florida, responded: “Sorry I was in shower.
T will make sure he gets to see us and I will handle.” TRAPANI
then wrote: “Okay . . . . I should be out by midday let you know
when I’'1l1 be jumping on a flight back and be there in the morning.”
About an hour later, at approximately 12:56PM on or about October
5, 2017, TRAPANI wrote: “Walking up to turn my self in if I stop
answering I’'m cuffed.” At approximately 2:55PM, TRAPANI asked if
“that guy came,” and Farkas responded “Not yet brotha.”
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29. Based on my review of documents that Centra Tech has
produced to the SEC, I have learned, in substance and in part,
that in or about October 2017, Robert Farkas, a/k/a “RJ,” a/k/a
“Bob, ” registered Centra Tech as a sponsor of “Consensus: Invest
2017, " a blockchain technology summit or conference that took place
on or about November 28, 2017 in New York, New York within the
confines of the Southern District of New York. I have reviewed a
video posted to Centra Tech’s YouTube channel on or about January
5, 2018 entitled “Centra Consensus NYC Cryptocurrency Blockckain
Expo Invest.” The video depicts what appears to be people and
activities at the “Consensus” Invest 2017,” including a Centra
Tech booth or table at the conference, and shows Farkas engaging
in conversations with various people during the conference. Based

.on the foregoing, I believe that Farkas was in New York, New. York,

on or about November 28, 2017, and engaged in promotional and
marketing activities for Centra Tech at the “Consensus: Invest
2017" conference.

30. Based on my training, experience, and participation in
this investigation, I have learned that companies like Centra Tech
that offer cryptocurrency are regquired to keep a record of
identification information—including names and addresses—of
individuals purchasing their cryptocurrency. Based on my review
of records provided by Centra Tech to the SEC, I have learned, in
substance and in part, the following:

a. Centra Tech provided a spreadsheet labeled “Centra
Token Sale Details” to the SEC. The spreadsheet contains several
tabs, including tabs labeled “CentraToken,” “CentraSale,” -and

“Centra Token Owner.”

b. The CentraToken tab contains information regarding
more than 1800 purchases of Centra Tokens from between on or about
July 30 to August 26, 2017. Two of the listed investors reside in
New York, New York, within the confines of the Southern District
of New York.

C. The CentraSale tab contains information regarding
more than 1700 purchases of Centra Tokens from between on or about
September 19 to September 26, 2017. Three of the listed investors
reside in New York, New York, within the confines of the Southern
District of New York.
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WHEREFORE, I respectfully request that an arrest warrant be
issued for RAYMOND TRAPANI, a/k/a “Ray,” the defendant, and that
he be arrested and imprisoned or bailed, as the case may be.

= ==
-/

BRANDON RACZ
Special Agent
Federal Bureau of Investigation

Sworn to before me this
18th day of‘April 2018

/Q;ﬁ:7%fC2?,CZ_;;_

THE HONORABLE STEWART D. AARON
UNITED STATES MAGISTRATE JUDGE
SOUTHERN DISTRICT OF NEW YORK
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